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Editors Note 


Kbuda Bakhsh Library, art Instituüon of National 
Importance, one of the biggest repositovies of Arabic and 
P^rsian manuseripts in ehe sub-continenf bas Jaunohed a 
programme of intensive research in a fi-w speeialised fields in 
whieb India, Pakistan and Bangladesh might be equally 
intorested. Tbis.is bei ng real isad tbrough South Asian Regi on ai 
Seminars on setact suhjeeta. The subjeets ave Tibb, Quranics, 
indk ReUgions, Sufism, India n History f P«?rso-Arabic and Urdu 
Literatuure. 

TheScbemeüf the propõsed Seminars ist-o sortoatthe most 
sigriifieant from amongst the rare and important manuseripts 
preserved in public & private collections of India. Pakistan and 
Bangladesh with a vicw to bring uut their critical editions and, 1 ' 
or transMion&. Librarians and Sdholars spscialMng in the 
Säubject-marmseripts are invited tn participate in the venture. 
Ar Iides oo ve ring the wh ole range of a particular eol loeti on, 
briefly introdueing ea eh signifiean?. manuseript, are? specially 

appreclated. 

The First Internationa] Seminar beid in 1 984 T -ivas devoted 
fo ic man Medicine (Tibb) manuseripts. Proceedings of the 
Seminar induding papers, and a eomprehensive lisk of su-far 
unpubHshed manuseripts on the subjeet preserved in the suh- 
continent already have been published. The Second Seminar of 
the scnesbdd in i9$5 was devottd to Manuseripts on Sufism 
{Tasawwuf}. 

A J Ist of in.de -Pak Holdings of manu scri.pt & on Sufism 
deemed to be so far unpublished were eireubted for diseussion. 
A few signiBcant manuseripts w r ere speeially made subjeet of 
detailedstudy. 

TheSeminarians, atihe end of the diseusdons, dedded thaf 
(1) the Ust be revised and ttnprovrjd in Lbe light of Seminar 
discu&sions, and (ii) Manuseripts hoid most signifiCant by the 
Seminar be cdited and/or trans Intad and published at the 
eariiesL eermmience; and com&etent scholars be requesUR to 
takeup the workin eamesi 


Tiir Comprfchensive Lists as revised b y the semi nari ons, 
and Liu'; papcrs as am ended m the light of tbeir comment^ are 
now beingpresented in tbeferm ofFroccedingsofthe2nd South 
A.sinn Regional Seminar. The Lists contain io-far unpubiished 
Ptrsa-Arabic manuscripts preserved in the public and private 
colletüons of the sub-continent. Hbwever, they carry only the 
bare minimum description, avniding detaile regardmg the 
folios t the dates-, as also the minule suhjeets of the manu scripts 
gene-rally $pcaking f the sowces of the lists worc found 
tneompleie in these respects. 

As for the decision to get the rare marmscripts edited, the 
work has been taken up in earnest and it is hoped that. before 
lõng, the Library would bc able to produoccriticaj ndUionsof the 
ch oi eest of the r are m a n u sc ri p ta iy i n g bu ri ed i n va ri ou 3 or ie n ta 1 
colicetioiis sincecenturies> unhonoured andunsung. 

[n Lhe mearnvhile, ist ushope* the present work may serve 
ns a helpful referance work te tho&e who are akins to muke in- 
(].:!■: th ^udiesin Sufism. 


A.ILBedar 
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